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Re: Application of Memphis Networx, L.L.C. for a Certificate of Public Convenience
and Necessity to Provide Intrastate Telecommunication Services and Joint Petition
of Memphis Light Gas & Water Division, A Division of the City of Memphis,
Tennessee (“MLGW?”) and A & L Networks-Tennessee, L.L.C. (“A & L”) for
Approval of Agreement Between MLGW and A & L Regarding Joint Ownership of

Memphis Networx, L.L.C.

Docket No. 99-00909

Early in this proceeding, the parties agreed that this matter could be heard by the
Tennessee Regulatory Authority in a two-day hearing and a hearing was scheduled accordingly.
Over the course of several Status and Pre-Hearing Conferences which have totaled many hours, I
have facilitated discussions that might lead to stipulations of facts or the admission of documents
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in an attempt to narrow the issues for consideration by the Directors and streamline the hearing
process. To afford the Intervenors the opportunity to fully present their case without unduly
delaying or lengthening the hearing, I permitted the taking of depositions of two witnesses, Alex
Lowe and Larry Thompson, in advance of the scheduled hearing dates of April 13 and 14.

Those depositions, scheduled for April 6, were cancelled on April 6 at the request of the
parties. In lieu of deposition testimony, the Applicant and Joint Petitioners, with the agreement
of the Intervenors, requested that Mr. Lowe and Mr. Thompson present live testimony at the
hearing. This request adds two witnesses to the hearing. Furthermore, Mr. Lowe has now been
designated as official representative for the Joint Petitioner, A & L Networks-Tennessee, L.L.C.

By itself, the addition of Mr. Lowe and Mr. Thompson as witnesses presenting testimony
at the hearing, has expanded beyond two days the time required for this hearing. The fact that
specific evidentiary objections could not be resolved through the taking of those witnesses’
depositions will most likely result in lengthy cross-examination of both witnesses. This impact
on the hearing schedule, together with the fact that the parties have not been able to stipulate to
certain matters as originally anticipated, leads to but one conclusion: this hearing cannot be
completed within the two days originally scheduled. I am therefore compelled to continue the
hearing from the dates of April 13 and 14, 2000 and will endeavor as soon as possible to re-
schedule it for a period of time when at least three consecutive days are available. An order
reflecting my decision will issue on Monday, April 10, 2000.

Sincerely,
J. Richard Collier
Pre-Hearing Officer

Original filed in No. 99-00909



